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Program Notes

Ulysses’ Quest uses a bold theme to take performers and audience members alike
on an exciting musical journey. After stating the theme in the opening bars, performers
expand their range to explore the motive’s possibilities. A descent into the mysterious
middle section stretches ears and finger patterns before control is tested in the slower
section. Finally, the piece comes home as the return of the theme is presented in one
final round.

Ulysses’ Quest by Mark A. Taylor captures the heroic determination of a literary
character with deep roots. Ulysses (Greek: Odysseus) has been a staple in literature
dating back over 2,000 years. His quests have been recorded in Homer’s //iad and
Odyssey, Dante’s Divine Comedy, Tennyson’s poem Ulysses, and Joyce’s novel Ulysses

(among others). 0

Performance Suggestions

Students will be excited about shifting in order to play the melody. e
reinforcements in other voices have been written in to help N tonati strengthen
shifting confidence starting in measures 41 and 60. Cgll ay use tlg pen “A”
string as a reference in measure 40. A viola cue has | provid 1** Violins in
measure 45 for rehearsal and/or performance preferenc®s. Dire may wish to warm
up with a D harmonic minor scale prior to rehe measyr 72.

Staccato eight notes should be played, e strié formance tempo.
Running eighth notes should act as a metr

listen across the orchestra for other segli

for mglod% voices. Performers should
all tivé

‘z\to ut thggg’léposer
Mark A. l&s an awfrde®inning music educator and composer. He
teaches % tra at @&ville High School in Fairfax County, VA,
co d@ ith The ol Symphony Youth Orchestras, serves as an
Qi or an 1an, and composes for all levels and genres. In
adNion tg t g and writing, Dr. Taylor plays cello under the
directio@@mher, F. Wayne Taylor, in the Friends & Family
ChamperNrchestra.
He holds a B&om George Mason University, an MME from Shenandoah
Conservatory, an A in Composition from George Mason University where he

studied under R. G¥enn Smith. When he is not making music, Dr. Taylor enjoys
spending EE his family and riding his bike wherever the roads might take him.

While ook an unsupported bike trip from Virginia to Alabama to raise
scholarshyg money for his students, most trips encompass a much smaller radius. Mark,
his wife Holly, daughter Jacqueline, and son Curtis reside in Centreville, Virginia.
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