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CHIMERA [‘Scherzo Demonesque’]
Composer's Programme Notes:

In Greek mythology the Chimera was a monstrous creature made up from various animal parts. The
term ‘chimera’ in modern times can now describe any hybrid creature. In the classical Greek sense it
can be found in Homer’s Iliad and Virgil’s Aeneid. However, here in this musical composition, it is a
title that lends itself to what is subtitled a ‘Scherzo Demonesque’ and scored for a divided string
orchestra. The standard parts apply but are given two independent parts each including the lower
Double Basses. Therefore it needs to be realised by a large, balanced ensemble of string players.

The impulse to write the piece was two-fold: initially a personal experience, followed by a request for
a single movement work for string orchestra in the vein of a study, but an essentially musical rather

all the right medical reasons but one that was known for certain possible side effects. I experie
bad dreams bordering on nightmares, all carefully documented as possrble outqomes for certain t

than purely technical exercise. The first aspect was that of being prescribed a drug (beta- blocker) fQ

of which 1 was a naive customer! Suffice to say, I was taken off t and moved

alternative option. What this did achieve was for me to reﬂect t soml experi in the
composition and mold my string study into a ‘devil’s scherzo’ ak1 affse Ma, aint-
Saens, Mussorgsky’s Night on the Bare Mountain and Berh of a Wlt a bath to
mention a trio of similar well established models from another \ era. The e abundantly
charged with playing col legno (with the wood of the bow) g hollow e sound to a
rhythmically charged ostinato figure, and pizzicato (pluc in a more m 1Iy* framed canonic
figure: these I call ‘demons’. To contrast this, | pla 0 Pnterlud d as ‘Tahiti’ in the
score, which are played arco (the standard bowed tech and ar tended to represent a
relaxation (perhaps on a desert island) within th that is welcome if short lived and
cancelled out by the return of the ‘demons’. T o presentga bridgbridge passage (link) idea in
the rhythmic idiom of a tango (South A aRdajce) to enab{convmcrng fluency to the various

sections. 'g O

This, from a listener’s angle, is not ten ina c1nema¥rror-ﬁlm language, rather an emotionally
textured structured style, certainl ess and ob possibly with a sense of off-beat humour
— it should be fun to play — a (close) st forthrightly. It lasts some four and a half
minutes, long enough for a ch% come a anyone'
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Duration: 4.30 minutes

© 2025 MEM Publications, UK
Exclusively Distributed by Cane River Music, USA

Performance Notes:

a) In all parts the use of tenuto and standard accent signs are applied to differentiate between a
light accent (tenuto: -) and heavier accent (the conventional accent sign: >). @

b) The distribution of the divided (divisi) parts is at the discretion of the conductor in charge and O

in relation to their numbers in each instrument category. The parts are printed to allow fi
some internal movement here as they are printed on two staves per instrument family. @

» &

Recording Information: please visit www.martinellerby.com O O

Composer Biography: please visit www.martinellerby.com
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Allegro intenso (J =c. 86)

CHIMERA

[‘Scherzo Demonesque’|

for

Divisi String Orchestra

MARTIN ELLERBY
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