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PROGRAM NOTES

The mythical Kraken has a long and storied history, plaguing ships across the seven
seas. In this piece, students follow nautical adventurers through a dangerous
encounter with the giant squid. Soaring melodies, syncopated rhythms, and a
driving tempo make The Kraken an exciting expedition that won't soon be forgotten.

DIRECTOR NOTES

The piccolo and chimes are optional. If you have a large percussion section, there is
also an optional marimba part that doubles the xylophone.

There are many places throughout the piece where ostinato 8ths and long held
notes will require some staggered breathing. At m42, | recommend having the
whole note parts play with a strong downbeat and then lighten up for the
remainder of the note, with a slight lift at the end. This will open up a lot of space to
hear the other voices.

The timpani cue in the snare part at m42 can potentially help to rhythmically unify
the timp./xylo./flute/oboe/clar. feature. It is written to be on the rim, but can also be
played at the edge of the drum, with a gradual move to the center at the end of
mM45. Please also note that the timpani part has a few tuning changes (m33-53 and
mM84-97), but there are accommodations available should this prove troublesome.
For example, the notes in m51 and 53 are optional if your player needs more time to
re-tune. Then, in M91 the C# can be played as the low A instead, negating the need
for another re-tune.

string version of The Kraken available through Randall Standridge
Music that can be played alongside this version to create an exciting
full orchestra experience! Check it out at the following QR code:

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Kevin Sluder is an orchestra director in the North Texas area
and has been teaching in the public school system since 2007.
His program at Lawler MS was named the TMEA MS Honor Full
Orchestra in 2024 and 2026.

Born and raised in Mansfield, TX, Mr. Sluder had the great
pleasure of playing on the drumline with his high school
marching band. He obtained his bachelor’'s degree in music
education from the University of North Texas in Denton, where
he also marched bass drum with the indoor drumline.

Outside of the classroom, Mr. Sluder spends a great deal of time composing and
arranging music. He also runs two podcasts. Rite of String, co-hosted with Matthew
Moreno, is focused on string education. SluderMusic is a showcase of Mr. Sluder’s
published pieces. In addition to his work in the “classical” world, he has written and
recorded several aloboums that are available on most streaming services.

Mr. Sluder currently resides in McKinney, TX with his wife (and fellow orchestra
director) Bethany Hardwick. In his limited spare time, he enjoys taking naps,
camping, and playing video games.



THE KRAKEN

KKEVIN SLUDER

MEET THE CREW:

PICCOLO (OPT.)
FLUTE 1
FLUTE 2
OBOE
BASSOON
CLARINET 1
CLARINET 2
CLARINET 3
BASS CLARINET
ALTO SAX 1
ALTO SAX 2
TENOR SAX
BARITONE SAX
TRUVMPET 1
TRUMPET 2
TRUMPET 3
HORN 1
HORN 2
TROMBONE 1
TROMBONE 2
EUPHONIUM/BARITONE
BARITONE T.C.
TUBA
BELLS
XYLOPHONE/VIBRAPHONE
CHIMES (OPT.)
TIMPANI
PERCUSSION 1 (SN./BS.)
PERCUSSION 2 (CYM./TRGL.)
OPT. MARIMBA (XYLO DBL.)
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A Momentary Escape
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