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About the piece . . .

Lions International is a service organization with 1.4 million members organized into over 50,000 local
clubs worldwide. In Mississippi, the Lions sponsor the state’s premiere high school honor band, whose
members are chosen by competitive audition each year and represent the best high school players in our
state. I have served as the staff arranger for the Mississippi Lions All State Band since 2014, arranging
their parade music and one or more concert selections each year. In addition to giving concerts at
regional sites in Mississippi, the band attends the Lions International convention each summer and
competes for best band in the Parade of Nations. The band has performed all over the world and (as of
2023) has won this competition 37 times. The organization is a source of pride in our state, not only for
their musical excellence, but for their role in ambassadorship and cultural exchange.

Legacy: Celebration and Reflection was commissioned by the band’s Manager/Director, Jeff Cannon,
to commemorate the 75" anniversary of the band’s initial formation. The composition is dedicated to
all past and present performing members of the band, as well as their directors, instructors, and support
staff. It begins with a fast, dance-like section including three melodic themes presented in a loose
rondo form. The middle of the piece features a slow, lyric melody played initially by a solo oboe and
then building to a full-band statement. The final section of the piece returns to a fast-tempo
development of the initial rondo themes, culminating in a final climax in which the lyric melody of the
middle section is played in counterpoint with the rondo themes.

privilege to collaborate with the current membership to celebrate the history of award-winning

ensemble.
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Notes for the conductor . . . @K ®®

N

e The initial time signature pa %@\(nowledges that the primary accent shifts between the
quarter note and dotted qu te, sometimes overlapping. While it may be conducted entirely
in triple meter, I found iéﬂful to show some measures as duple. The appropriate meter frame
at any given measure d be discernable from the rhythmic presentation and/or beaming.

e Although the dual signature notation does not explicitly reappear, the same approach to
determining a ate conducting frames may resume at measure 261 (Tempo I).

I conducted the premiere on June 30, 2023. As a member of the band myself (in 1956)%\&7% a

Clifton Taylor (b. 1968) has served as Associate Director of Bands at Mississippi State University
since 2005. At MSU, he co-directs the Famous Maroon Band, conducts the Symphonic Band and Jazz
Ensemble, and teaches courses in the Department of Music. A native of Mississippi, he holds two
music education degrees from the University of Southern Mississippi and a DMA in wind conducting
from the University of South Carolina. A veteran teacher, Dr. Taylor has taught instrumental music at
every level, from the elementary school to the community college, and currently directs a band program
for homeschooled students in his community. He is regularly engaged in composing and arranging for
the concert band, marching band, and other media, and maintains a steady schedule as a performing
trombonist.
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Commissioned by the Lions of Mississippi and dedicated to the members and staff of the Mississippi Lions All State Band, past and present.
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