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Brightest and Best

For String Orchestra and Percussion

Shape-note singing emerged in 19th cenrtury America as a way to comake communal music-making
accesible to singers without any formal training. Using shaped noteheads alongside strong
oral traditions, the system allowed melodies to be learned quickly and shared widely.
Shape-note music funtioned as a lived social experience that fostered community and shared identity.
This tradition is still vibrant in many communities today.

"Brightest and Best," also known as "Star in the East" became a well-known shape-note tune
through its inclusion in collections such as The Sacred Harp.

This arrangement preserves much of the harmonic traditions of the shape-note style
adding a modern rhythmic "motor" for much of the piece following an introduction of the tune in the solo viola and violin.
The tune and the harmony evolve a bit in the middle of the piece before returning to the main idea at the end.

While this arrangement is a treatment of a well-known traditional tune, it is
also incorporates my own memories and reflections of the holiday season.

About the Composer

Emmett Drake is currently the Director of Orchestras at Hall and Conard High Schools in
West Hartford, CT, as well as the Department Chair for Large Ensembles at The Hartt School
Community Division at the University of Hartford, where he conducts five youth orchestras.

Mr. Drake is in demand as a guest conductor and clinician. He has worked with
orchestras, schools, honors groups, and summer programs all over the country.

In 2025 he was named “Outstanding Music Educator” for the state of Connecticut by the
National Federation of High Schools (NFHS).

He lives in West Hartford with his wife, two daughters, and yellow lab.



BRIGHTEST AND BEST

Early American Carol
Arranged by Emmett Drake

=80

Freely, .

Gl Qi ql
Cll|[16, <39 il
1 1 \\\4 { 1
3
\\\av /
e 0 y \\v
it ®
1 " 1179 "
TTTR 0 o/
i\#_v ” v
I I TIT$! I
M 0 o/
e V
1 1 ™ 1 1
@]
R
Gl Qi Qi Qi
ol i
5
| | | ..w | <
g |00 & =R
38 el Bl 5 | | H.
Imhw Imhv |.nw.r, |mhv |mhv
DL ANL ) 8 8
N & e N nip
) 5 > o ° g
= S s =
> .M A
A

L)
L]

O

Py

O

P S o S " S g

[ Fan N

[

J

AN},
)
102 WY

14

hdl CXHIYJ

V4

\

pp———mf — pp

Copyright © by 2026 Emmett Drake
Distributed exclusively by Cane River Music

www.canerivermusic.com



P
©
O

PSS L ~————

PN

o

4 o

T

O

| 112 YAH2Y
| VA

©

1
YD A

rax]

7

<< —©

)0

Y

4

7C

mf

<

| 102 WY
| TS A
ey

—~c>
©O

hdll LYW/
V4

raxd

\




unis
m

mf

il

O

Py

A

2 N\

PN

S E—

L

- O O

div.

O

|
P

9
0H
A
far

P

0
7

tutti

&) b
N7 1TV
ey

©

|
YD A

7

hdl YWY J
12
v

V4

A | J=100

\

\‘1‘ - 1T
w\# | |
™ ﬁ
w\x_uv || _ M //
w\# |
w\# | |
» ﬁ
BL) M NI
w\# il
w\# | |
w\x_uv ﬁ\
w\x_uv || _ M| //
w\# |
w\# ﬁ
w\x_uv ||
D
e NN
e 1
iy [1]
iJ_ . 1] | M N
o 1
™ il <
™ AU~
Ha 2 [
0 2l
| ..m | |
\ I d, TN N
B ] L
Tl
L = H
Ny S| o 2
IME R
1 1 [
o / -
1 ﬁ 1 1 [
- Imhv Inwo |mhv |mhv
N N 28 N W :
/ .\




x4

K ax

;}4#

>

T oo
>

nf

o6&

@@

oo

I
&

MMEC i s

K 4

]
o
o ¥

&

@ @&
&

oo

[

P’ A

b | i
il i
I 179 1T
1Ty 1T
L3I i
| ) f ]
' N ' e e
1Ty 1T
Iy
NEEW ™ 111
MWP wwb & ek T wwb . w
N N = N N ot N N
£ \

\




mf

m

r ) |

L) L )
L) L)
™ i
1 Lu il
k) A )
i) e @)
e
L PR
N L)
L) I
L) I,
1) TT% '
N L)
A i), Aa
L) e \
iy il
D \
L)
e | Y
i} n
I
L)
T all
iy il
iy i
1 il
1 il
1
iy n
iy i
1) T
1) T N
iy il
iy i
1) T
1) il !
ik n
ly i
™ i
13 LS RS M
AN |Dh |mh
O AN

n Y

o

[

P’ A

{
ANSYs
)

oo % d909|F5%°

| 102 WY
N7 1V

i

\




-

o _L
i

-

-

25" ° voed g %"

[179
L) [1T®
™ [
™
L) [17®
L] L)
»
™
n [17®
n [17®
A I,
XL
N [T19
h] [T79
A I,
AN
Imh Inwo
N e

D

7

)

)

\

7
T

b (

1) ! \:
™ e .
e L)

o |

e ol -

DL ) L) T
e i} (YN

e A

“‘7 ll—’ + Iu
il ] \
I i

IR

. ol

“. (- N
iy *

T it

o 8!l i !
il * \
Ty I u

13 11
e L) T
e [1Te o 18] i

v (

e S | \
k) 1T .
e 1T
\x_.f IBEL )

Ty ol |
Il I -
) 1% - N
L ) [119 [
| & WL ) L) B
31N ﬂ | |
il u | i
TS
no
i
Ve N el 1IN
i ¢ NP




™

™

e o

Ve

‘D;

o

77

()

L) e
0. L)
L) T
L) ik
N [1®
0. DL )
L) 7%
L) T
L) k)
L) k)
L)
L)
iy I
D [k
L)
IL)
=y H
0.
L3 Il
g N
N I
I I
N I
iy I
=y H
0.
L3 il
™ N
iy I
N
13 i
™ N
) L)
0. DL )
b ’
i) )
N L)
) (1%
M ’
k) L
o u=
il I
i ]
i ]
L) L)
L) k)
Iy
™ N
O 2

)

J CA/.

| 102 WY

N7 1TV

\

mp




b

|
\
‘
-
\
LV 4
7
L—

—

mf
oo 00 o900l 55005 50
mf

vy ;;i;;iﬂ‘Lﬂ‘L;;i;;ii'Lﬂ‘L ;;i;;iﬂliﬂlL;;i;;iﬂliﬂli

o & | _|
x4

9
mp

mp

&

MMECiEE e

nf

oo oo

mf

| 112 YA2Y
| IV

mp
J D

7

)

NEAE
p i
/ d
cg Ao e
[T7%
all i
-2 i
‘-V ! }Hv
. 6 7%
.7 i
\ I,
1
-
QL
\ \1
NEAE
\ \ 1
QL
1T BE.)
1)
| 1)
I (i N Ha
BE.)
)
Nl 13
al al ’ = %m.u@u NP ¢E

\

10




11

rit. _

%

i

[

| 102 WY
N7 1V
| hawrl

O

rax)

hdl CXHIY]

7

arco

hdl CXHIY]

rax]

mf

\

()

(@)

O

O

O

legato

P

) N

P’ A

> 3

)

[ 4

) N

V.

e 3

[ fan N

div.

| \a W/ /

ey

O

- 3

l O

y O 3

AN/
v

)

\

/!




12

el

113

=
&

-

>

e o o 2

s >

legato

o

d—\/

Q

O

H 2

‘ \
—_— |,

ey

y O
121

7

—_—  |(mp

P
bl NN 0B

V4

mp

o

QH

o

o

o

4

¢l

N\

—

mf

- -

7
]

119
0

[
4

P’ A

T

P’ A

ey b |
| VS A -
ey

\P

)

7

\




13

e

o

A;___

o~

o

G

— PP

|

LAl

G

SHH

o & — 4

£ r eeer s

o

re 2 2

>

€2
g

<P_

E
£
C)V

&

o

P

e o | ® ®
‘

~

f
o o

"
~7

=

|-
st

€2

—

Cya®

Vol f

zZ |lpe £ o |2

J
-

.o

& & |
o = & |
"

~ 4

<F_
~

p—

Ty 2|
i J—
102 W
T
T

P 4

" 4

NoZ TV |
ey

1]

111

o

[ fan N

| hawrl
ey

P’ A

\

V4

rp

P

) o

\



14

2 e? .

2 e

: r
L (iR
ol SNlsal S
QL
1
il
(YA ol
sl
Wl _
N 4l
Cl
i _
¢ el
¢
o _
co | el
1 1
= ol
X N A a
\

[ L NN B
N
N
L[] ol a3 I
| YAR
| o (VIR 1
=¥ =t
[ 18
1 |18 " 1
o Q]
A L
o g
L8 g w2
& s 8
L =} L 1] =]
: = owll . _
Y S 2
. [3) )
3] 3 . =
g AN S
5 S
il s ¢ EOTIE
" 1
I 1
" 1
" 1
~ ke
P =




15

(YR
o 18
1
.
B )

Y
B 18 o]
' Fp (Y1R N |
]
Sl
1 LV\
o (18 ||
A 1A
A 18
i

Fp N | |
il
"o L
4 .
il off & |l
Y YR TN N
i Y
Y NEE L ¢ 5 e_ ~d
” .ﬁvww AL ~
. .LV\\ [ YR MmN
Y YRR
I ¢ L il '
, -q L <l ~d
. -4l i MN-
-
~allll] all _
1 L1 e
i 3l o\ TN

A
[ ..mw il [

AN NG @S o)
~ 1\ " i

=100

--#fffff

o O
--Vr-‘
[
I

..7""’".

mf

\




o R

o Thew
e
)
ol

er

===

Z

I

Y r ]
I
—
[
o O

P St 22
Il
o -
—~
.

—
i
e——
m
-
|
]
=
I
=
I
=

o7 &
N

e

i i L
o || L) (Y L

Jq 4 W

Ll HH [[® H H \:
o N
Ol

164
()
o
o
D)

S
Py = ———
V4

H

170

o)

\

\

16




17

'
w)
TN
e
1L)

2

— e o TF|,  ,o0PT P oo

I, .
)
"
)
N
o
N
)

1R R
L
)
-
TR
N
eI
1 1
o)
g, .
)

\ I
N[
g, .
)

A
A




18

- il
I o
Wil o ) w il —y| il - N
o I il
@ I ! il . Ml ] - il
ol en nu H Hyl
q . i h RE .VHW M| N
'.1 __AH@r v_ _AHH ‘ @ ‘T\ AN M.v% A
“.r%” Y I O #H (oo 00 S A
{1 | % i i
.ﬁ T, o \\ - oo ) .
bng AHr v q s gﬁ@ \‘ g Vp__ Dr\ N
I - i V11 L1 ]
.F? h Q , e\o \% ] 0 *
) | L il il I OO fﬂ. , _A ] _AJF{ ! .m
'WH N L AJF? m# i % I v_ el ] AN
hﬁ@ TN TN o[l il T \ @ @ y ]
o[} .WH C u_. pE W 58 L
NIl S . s R ! I
H “_ ﬁ‘ﬁa q /) & N:
il Rl Vﬁ_ | , (An.‘v I N
D R R | ¢ ¥ 0
! i g ) [N (¢ i
\ m v | N i L
ol H s %
T I L _Altv\ !
L1 U, Ul ] o _ v_ Ll I ~
W% q ] v_ p.v Hu . BN il ] \ﬁ X
'JWH ) il 6| C MU s A H s B N
il S i M I NG g 2 /
SNEP N B8 A A 2\




19

3

-

-

£r>

/\

2
O
I~

§

Sl

e
I
T

r 3

-

-

£r>

/\

O

-

oo

W

Al

eopeffF

O

Rl

9k

dll

e £ 2

O

rl) ® £ o o

197
<
1(3

|

Bl

ol1e

-

- F

£z

/\

-

—_

H
201
) #

ey

\

ol [k

\





