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Emmett	Drake	is	currently	the	Director	of	Orchestras	at	Hall	and	Conard	High	Schools	in
West	Hartford,	CT,	as	well	as	the	Department	Chair	for	Large	Ensembles	at	The	Hartt	School
Community	Division	at	the	University	of	Hartford,	where	he	conducts	five	youth	orchestras. 

Mr.	Drake	is	in	demand	as	a	guest	conductor	and	clinician.	He	has	worked	with	
orchestras,	schools,	honors	groups,	and	summer	programs	all	over	the	country.

In	2025	he	was	named	“Outstanding	Music	Educator”	for	the	state	of	Connecticut	by	the	
National	Federation	of	High	Schools	(NFHS). 

He	lives	in	West	Hartford	with	his	wife,	two	daughters,	and	yellow	lab.	

Brightest	and	Best

For	String	Orchestra	and	Percussion

Shape-note	singing	emerged	in	19th	cenrtury	America	as	a	way	to	comake	communal	music-making
accesible	to	singers	without	any	formal	training.		Using	shaped	noteheads	alongside	strong	

oral	traditions,	the	system	allowed	melodies	to	be	learned	quickly	and	shared	widely.		
Shape-note	music	funtioned	as	a	lived	social	experience	that	fostered		community	and	shared	identity.	

This	tradition	is	still	vibrant	in	many	communities	today.	

"Brightest	and	Best,"	also	known	as	"Star	in	the	East"	became	a	well-known	shape-note	tune	
through	its	inclusion	in	collections	such	as	The	Sacred	Harp. 	

This	arrangement	preserves	much	of	the	harmonic	traditions	of	the	shape-note	style	
adding	a	modern	rhythmic	"motor"	for	much	of	the	piece	following	an	introduction	of	the	tune	in	the	solo	viola	and	violin.		

The	tune	and	the	harmony	evolve	a	bit	in	the	middle	of	the	piece	before	returning	to	the	main	idea	at	the	end.			

While	this	arrangement	is	a	treatment	of	a	well-known	traditional	tune,	it	is
also	incorporates	my	own	memories	and	reflections	of	the	holiday	season.	

About	the	Composer
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BRIGHTEST	AND	BEST

Early	American	Carol
Arranged by Emmett Drake
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