L uberon Dances

Composer’s Programme Notes:
Luberon Dances (2018)
To Duncan and Frances Goodwin

The Luberon is a massif (a close-knit group of mountains) in central Provence in the
south of France. It is composed of three mountain ranges, The Lesser Luberon (Petit
Luberon), the Greater Luberon (Grand Luberon) and the Eastern Luberon (Lub®1
oriental). | have visited this region several times over many years, in a rich
climates, and even turned aspects into music during the course of my j
may well be most familiar with the area through Peter Ma ovel

and other volumes concerning themselves with the peo cu Provence.
Mayle’s first French mas (country farmhouse) was I@n Me s and it was to this
town that | first came, a guest of English Francophil dto e various abodes |
have returned ever since.

Ies. Readers
in Provence

would be better described as a piece e thr. the eyes and ears of an English

visitor happily absorbing the Iands n a mini tour of the area. | have

given each of the five brief movem% a sub ken from a town or village within, or

close by, the area and a second mp tion which is that of a specific French

dance form. Again the latter i e trem with a dash of poetic licence. The essence of
d

the piece is its tribute to a cial pl the people associated with it. Who cares
th a@ﬁf Pastis and a well seasoned truffle omelette?!

My Luberon Dances echo some aspects o;Qch usic but only very loosely. It

about nuance when a

1: Menerbes (Ouvertl.m e village is set on a high hilltop surrounded by a wall, with a
citadel at its weserg,e he music is a gentle opening dance entirely in 6/8 which
moves from arcoé»ed) at its opening to pizzicato (plucked) by its conclusion.

2: Roussillion (Rigaudon) — this village is distinguished by its ochre deposits delivering
it many impressive red cliffs and quarries. The music is cast in constantly changing time
signatures providing much rhythmic dexterity between its two subjects: a brittle fanfare
and a percussive, yet lyrical, folk-style dance.



3: Notre Dame de Lumieres (Courante) — this discrete hamlet is located in a valley and
was once a major place of pilgrimage in Provence. The music is more intimate with three
soloists (violin, viola and cello) pitted against a rocking ostinato figure in the main body
of strings.

4: Bonnieux (Pastorale) — one of the many historic hill villages in the region, Bonnieux
keeps a watchful eye on events below. The music is essentially pastoral maintaining its
lyrical 6/8 gait throughout and featuring some high whispering harmonics, as comments,
here and there.

5: Lacoste (Rondeau) — the old mountain village boasts the ruins of the lived in by
the infamous Marquis de Sade. The music is a highly ch;g e

rhythmj do, again
featuring ever changing time signatures, and concludin \ sse@ French dance

suite with a very English perfect cadence! O 60
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