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Three Yuletide Sketches is composer Clifton Taylor’s treatment of a trio of sixteenth-century
melodies associated with Christmas texts.

OLD CORNISH CAROL is a traditional Cornish melody that has been used for a number of hymn
texts including, Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day. In the carol, Christ Himself is the speaker,
telling the story of salvation from His point of view. In the refrain which follows every verse, He
invites His “true love” (those saved by His grace) to join His dance.

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: | would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance:
Refrain: Sing, O my love. This have | done for my true love. @

Both the words and tune of On This Day Earth Shall Ring originally appeared in P/aQntiones,
a collection of late medieval Latin songs first published in 1582. The verses of t ol were

translated into English by Jane M. Joseph in 1924, while the re\ sung ip&h orlgmal Latin:

On this day earth shall ring with the song chlldre to th r@ghr/st our King,

Born on earth to save us; Him the Father gave

Refrain: Ideo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! (Ther@l in the highest!)
The third movement of the set is perhaps t eII today, no doubt due to its
relatively recent publication in 1924. W?—% ish Iyr eorge Woodward'’s verses were
penned a mere century ago, the asso iSO much older source, Thoinot Arbeau’s
Orchésographie, a treatise on Iate Si h cent@ench social dancing published in 1588.

Ding, dong! merrily o m hea {be bells are ringing.
té%«y I

Ding, dong! verily s riv g ange/ singing.

Refrain: Glori

6 as served as Associate Director of Bands at Mississippi State University
e co-directs the Famous Maroon Band, conducts the Symphonic Band
, and teaches courses in the Department of Music. A native of Mississippi,
usic education degrees from the University of Southern Mississippi and a DMA
in wind conducting from the University of South Carolina. A veteran teacher, Dr. Taylor has
taught instrumental music at every level, from the elementary school to the community college,
and currently directs a band program for homeschooled students in his community. He is
regularly engaged in composing and arranging for the concert band, marching band, and other
media, and maintains a steady schedule as a performing trombonist.
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by Clifton Taylor

THREE YULETIDE SKETCHES
I. TOMORROW SHALL BE MY DANCING DAY
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