CAPTURE THE FLAG

FOR STRING ORCHESTRA

EMMETT DRAKE



Capture the Flag
For String Orchestra

"Capture the Flag" is a high-energy work that evokes the thrill and suspense
of one of my favorite games of my childhood.
In our neighborhood, we played this at night, deep in the woods.

Set in D minor, the piece is propelled by a driving rhythmic motor that suggests
quick footsteps, hushed urgency, and the constant awareness of being both hunter and hunted.

The melody is passed between sections as moments of tension
and release mirror the shifting balance between stealth and pursuit.
In the final moments, the music breaks free into a triumphant statement
of the melody in F Major, celebrating victory.

About the composer

Emmett Drake is currently the Director of Orchestras at Hall and Conard High Schools
in West Hartford, CT, as well as the Department Chair for Large Ensembles at
The Hartt School Community Division at the University of Hartford, where he conducts five youth orchestras.

Mr. Drake is in demand as a guest conductor and clinician. He has worked with orchestras,
schools, honors groups, and summer programs all over the country.

In 2025 he was named “Outstanding Music Educator” for the state of Connecticut by the
National Federation of High Schools (NFHS).

He lives in West Hartford with his wife, two daughters, and yellow lab.
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