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PROGRAM NOTES

Rebirth was commissioned by the Frisco ISD Fine Arts Department for the dedication of the Frisco ISD
Visual and Performing Arts Center, in honor of Dr. Daryl Trent and his development of the FISD Orchestra
Program.

Every single day is a chance to begin anew. Anytime something ends, we have the opportunity to start
again. Rebirth explores the conclusion and reimagination of many musical ideas, as our world often
requires us to close one door and open a new one. The piece comes to rest on a note of uncertainty, as
the future is ultimately unknown. In our lives, we are tasked with an unrelenting push for improvement,
growth, and revival. No matter what befalls us, we must always get back up and push forward.

“Success is not final. Failure is not fatal. It’s the courage to continue that counts.”

— Winston Churchill

CONDUCTOR NOTES 0®

Rebirth was originally composed for harp(s) and string orchestra, but if it is playedo piano as a
substitute for harp, use director/player discretion on when and whe not to use stain pedal.

For the opening pizz: Lightly brush the thumb across the str@unaréﬁﬁrhythmlca"y matching
ssib

the harp/piano grace notes, and let the notes ring as long

A couple of notes about m57: Huge, powerful wall o @ marklng for vin 2/vla/bass refers
to the (down/up) bowing. Also note that in this pi hen own/up) marking is over just one
measure, it means to do a down bow and then g?

ns t

ver, when dealing with multi-measure
ties, like in m11-12 for the violins, the marki y change bows when needed.

Harp/piano glissandos at m58-63: Ple®el free @end the note ranges to make this more dramatic.

Cello at m66 & m107: Bottom diyg ys a s’rop open C and G.

conducting the dotted quaNgr, then otted 8th, the quarter, and the final tied 8th.

Q~

ABOUT THE COMPOSER \

Kevin Sluder is an orCKq o||rec’ror in Frisco ISD and has been teaching in
the public school nce 2007. His program at Lawler MS (Frisco ISD)
was been nam EA MS Honor Full Orchestra in 2024 and 2026.

Transition to 6/8 (m105- Q}@\G% 8" note subdivision stays the same. In m106, | recommend

Born and raised in Mansfield, TX, Mr. Sluder obtained his bachelor’s
degree in music education from the University of North Texas in Denton. A
bass player by trade, he also has experience in percussion and guitar, with
a deep love of rhythm.

Outside of the classroom, Mr. Sluder spends a great deal of time composing and arranging music. He
also runs two podcasts. Rite of String, co-hosted with Matthew Moreno, is focused on string education.
SluderMusic is a showcase of Mr. Sluder’s published pieces. In addition to his work in the “classical”
world, he has written and recorded several albums that are available on most streaming services.

Mr. Sluder currently resides in McKinney, TX with his wife (and fellow orchestra director) Bethany
Hardwick. In his limited spare time, he enjoys taking naps, camping, and playing video games.
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